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This message was sent from the Condition page on medicalmarijuana.ohio.gov.

Name: Matt Close
Address: 140 E. Town Street, Columbus, OH, 43215
Phone: (614) 404-2224
Email: close@omcca.org

Specific Disease or Condition:
Opioid Use Disorder 

Information from experts who specialize in the disease or condition. 
Ohio is currently ranked 4th in the nation for the highest opioid-involved overdose deaths
related to opioid use disorder and accidental overdose. Please see attached for additional
information.

OMCIA Narrative Q1.pdf

Relevant medical or scientific evidence pertaining to the disease or condition. 
Please see attached.

OMCIA Narrative Q2.pdf

Consideration of whether conventional medical therapies are insufficient to treat or alleviate
the disease or condition. 
Current treatment options available for treatment of opioid abuse/addiction are other highly
addictive narcotics that also can lead to the chance of overdose; Methadone, Buprenorphine,
and Naltrexone. (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury
Prevention and Control, 2020)

Evidence supporting the use of medical marijuana to treat or alleviate the disease or condition,
including journal articles, peer-reviewed studies, and other types of medical or scientific
documentation. 
Please see link below. Study examines the benefits of using medical marijuana to treat opioid
addiction https://www.sju.edu/news/study-examines-benefits-using-medical-marijuana-treat-
opioid-addiction 

Letters of support provided by physicians with knowledge of the disease or condition. This
may include a letter provided by the physician treating the petitioner, if applicable. 
Physician note from Dr. Daniel Neides attached as well as note from OMCIA.

mailto:noreply@pharmacy.ohio.gov
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the voice of Ohio’s medical cannabis industry


Ohio is currently ranked 4th in the nation for the highest opioid-involved overdose deaths related 
to opioid use disorder and accidental overdose. The opioid crisis remains at epidemic levels, 
while overdose numbers continue to rise through the current global pandemic. Increased burden 
of cost continues to rise as more diagnoses of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) occur with the 
complications of potential life-long infections that are associated with transdermal needle use. 
(National Institute on Drug Abuse, May 2020) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has named the Opioid epidemic as one of the top 5 public health challenges (Opioid use 
disorder and infectious complications in person who inject drugs, 2020). 


Nationwide, 21 – 29% of patients who are prescribed opioids for chronic pain misuse the 
opioids. These abuses have been shown to lead users to seek heroin in the absence of 
prescribed opioids. It is noted that 80% of individuals who use heroin, have first misused 
prescription opioids. (National Institute on Drug Abuse, May 2020)


According to the HHS, more than 760,000 people have died since 1999 from a drug overdose, 
while two out of three drug overdose deaths in 2018 involved an opioid. (HHS.GOV/OPIOIDS, 
2020) 


The CDC has indicated that “over 81,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in the United States in 
the 12-months ending in May 2020, as the pandemic has surged, so have the overdose deaths. 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Dec 2020) 
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Opioid Use Disorder is also a driving factor for increased infectious diseases, and is currently 


responsible for a 9% increase of Human Immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection; additionally, 


Hepatitis C (HCV) has continued to have a high correlation with OUD, and cases continues to 


rise. Other complications of opioid use disorder include increased hospitalizations due to skin 


and soft tissue infection (SSTI). These infections can vary from the site of the infection to a 


septic spread. The prognosis with hospitalization with OUD and presenting with SSTI has a 


higher burden of cost and continued burden of cost to supply these patients with life-saving 


medications to treat the infectious diseases that are acquired from intravenous use. (Opioid use 


disorder and infectious complications in person who inject drugs, 2020)  


Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative (OPQC) indicated that between 2004 – 2011 there was a 


491% increase with mothers delivering with Opioid Use Disorder (OUD). In 2015 a study 


showed that there is one child born every 25-minutes with neonatal abstinence syndrome 


(NAS). (Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative , 2012). 
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This is a request that Medicinal Marijuana be added with the existing treatment options that are 


currently available, and be included for use as rehabilitation for opioid abuse disorder. Medicinal 


Marijuana can aid in the detox discomfort process, with continual usage to maintain sobriety 


from Opioids. Medicinal Marijuana will offer an alternative treatment to the existing treatments 


available and would offer individuals who currently live with an opioid addiction, and that have 


no means for rehab, a way to safely manage withdrawal symptoms. Along with treating 


withdrawal symptoms, Medicinal Marijuana has been proven to work with human pain receptors.  


The opioid epidemic will continue to cost the state’s taxpayers as more individuals seek 


treatment for overdose, as well as infections and other serious medical conditions that opioid 


abuse can lead to. Medicinal Marijuana can be used not only as a safer alternative to prescribed 


opioids, but its use can prevent other conditions associated with opioid addiction and illicit opioid 


usage caused by addiction. Medicinal Marijuana can help save lives and improve quality of life, 


as well decrease the costs associated with opioid use disorder and accidental overdose. Much 


of this cost is currently covered by the State of Ohio and its taxpaying citizens. 
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Ohio is currently ranked 4th in the nation for the highest opioid-involved overdose deaths related 
to opioid use disorder and accidental overdose. The opioid crisis remains at epidemic levels, 
while overdose numbers continue to rise through the current global pandemic. Increased burden 
of cost continues to rise as more diagnoses of Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) occur with the 
complications of potential life-long infections that are associated with transdermal needle use. 
(National Institute on Drug Abuse, May 2020) The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has named the Opioid epidemic as one of the top 5 public health challenges (Opioid use 
disorder and infectious complications in person who inject drugs, 2020). 

Nationwide, 21 – 29% of patients who are prescribed opioids for chronic pain misuse the 
opioids. These abuses have been shown to lead users to seek heroin in the absence of 
prescribed opioids. It is noted that 80% of individuals who use heroin, have first misused 
prescription opioids. (National Institute on Drug Abuse, May 2020)

According to the HHS, more than 760,000 people have died since 1999 from a drug overdose, 
while two out of three drug overdose deaths in 2018 involved an opioid. (HHS.GOV/OPIOIDS, 
2020) 

The CDC has indicated that “over 81,000 drug overdose deaths occurred in the United States in 
the 12-months ending in May 2020, as the pandemic has surged, so have the overdose deaths. 
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Dec 2020) 
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Opioid Use Disorder is also a driving factor for increased infectious diseases, and is currently 

responsible for a 9% increase of Human Immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection; additionally, 

Hepatitis C (HCV) has continued to have a high correlation with OUD, and cases continues to 

rise. Other complications of opioid use disorder include increased hospitalizations due to skin 

and soft tissue infection (SSTI). These infections can vary from the site of the infection to a 

septic spread. The prognosis with hospitalization with OUD and presenting with SSTI has a 

higher burden of cost and continued burden of cost to supply these patients with life-saving 

medications to treat the infectious diseases that are acquired from intravenous use. (Opioid use 

disorder and infectious complications in person who inject drugs, 2020)  

Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative (OPQC) indicated that between 2004 – 2011 there was a 

491% increase with mothers delivering with Opioid Use Disorder (OUD). In 2015 a study 

showed that there is one child born every 25-minutes with neonatal abstinence syndrome 

(NAS). (Ohio Perinatal Quality Collaborative , 2012). 
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This is a request that Medicinal Marijuana be added with the existing treatment options that are 

currently available, and be included for use as rehabilitation for opioid abuse disorder. Medicinal 

Marijuana can aid in the detox discomfort process, with continual usage to maintain sobriety 

from Opioids. Medicinal Marijuana will offer an alternative treatment to the existing treatments 

available and would offer individuals who currently live with an opioid addiction, and that have 

no means for rehab, a way to safely manage withdrawal symptoms. Along with treating 

withdrawal symptoms, Medicinal Marijuana has been proven to work with human pain receptors.  

The opioid epidemic will continue to cost the state’s taxpayers as more individuals seek 

treatment for overdose, as well as infections and other serious medical conditions that opioid 

abuse can lead to. Medicinal Marijuana can be used not only as a safer alternative to prescribed 

opioids, but its use can prevent other conditions associated with opioid addiction and illicit opioid 

usage caused by addiction. Medicinal Marijuana can help save lives and improve quality of life, 

as well decrease the costs associated with opioid use disorder and accidental overdose. Much 

of this cost is currently covered by the State of Ohio and its taxpaying citizens. 
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